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TOWN OF OLD ORCHARD BEACH 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday, January 17, 2017 
TOWN HALL CHAMBERS 

6:30 p.m. 
 
 

A Town Council Meeting of the Old Orchard Beach Town Council was held on Tuesday, 
January 17, 2017.  Chair Thornton opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m.   
 
The following were in attendance: 
    

Chair Joseph Thornton 
Vice Chair Shawn O’Neill 
Councilor Kenneth Blow 

   Councilor Jay Kelley 
Councilor Michael Tousignant 
Town Manager Larry Mead 

   Assistant Town Manager V. Louise Reid 
 
Absent:  Town Manager Larry Mead 
    
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:     
 
Accept the Town Council Minutes of December 20, 2016; and January 3, 2017. 
 
MOTION:  Councilor Tousignant motioned and Councilor Blow seconded to Accept the 
Minutes as read. 
 
VOTE: Unanimous. 
 
 
BUSINESS LICENSES AND APPROVAL: 
 
CHAIR:   I open this Public Hearing at 6:32 p.m. 
 
Richard & Constance Belaire (201-1-10-512), 215 East Grand Avenue, Unit #512, one year 
round rental; and Ernie Bencivenga (201-2-15-6), 2 Ryefield Drive, Unit #6, one year round 
rental. 
 
CHAIR:   I close this Public Hearing at 6:32 p.m. 
 
MOTION: Vice Chair O’Neill motioned and Councilor Blow seconded to Approve the business 
licenses as read. 
 
VOTE:  Unanimous. 
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ASSISTANT TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
First, glad to report that the Town Manager and the Finance Director both went through 
surgery and we have had good reports on both their recoveries.  Meeting held on 
parking meter fees with the Town Clerk and Police Chief.  Working with the Finance 
Committee Chair to set up the meetings for review of the CIP requests.  We have 
department head meetings scheduled in the next week or so to discuss: 
   
  Personal Property Taxes 
  Comprehensive Drainage Plan 
  Paper Streets 
   
 
I will be attending in Alfred a public hearing on the County’s initiative to create a detox 
and drug treatment center in a County-owned building in Alfred and will be prepared to 
give the Council a written report on that meeting.   Accepted a check for $1,200 from 
Paul Golzbein of the Pier and presented it to Loranger School Vice Principal, George 
Shabo, for work to be done on the school playground.  Very appreciative of the 
continued support of the Pier. 
 
# 6838 Discussion with Action:  Amend the General Assistance Ordinance, 
including 6.8 Basic Necessities, Overall Maximum Levels of Assistance; 6.8 Basic 
Necessities, Housing Maximums; C. Utilities, Electricity Maximums; and re-adopt 
without changes, 6.8a . Fuel; and E. Personal Care and Household Supplies.  

 
BACKGROUND: 
 

 Yearly the State makes changes to the General Assistance  Ordinance which is then 
brought forward to the Town Council for their approval. 

 
 MOTION:  Councilor Blow motioned and Councilor Tousignant seconded to Amend the 

General Assistance Ordinance, including 6.8 Basic Necessities, Overall Maximum 
Levels of Assistance; 6.8 Basic Necessities, Housing Maximums; C. Utilities, Electricity 
Maximums; and re-adopt without changes, 6.8a . Fuel; and E. Personal Care and 
Household Supplies. 

  
VOTE:  Unanimous. 
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GA MAXIMUMS SUMMARY SHEET 

  
Note:  The overall maximums found in Appendices A, B, C, D, E, and F are effective from 
October 1, 2016 to September 30, 2017. 

  
APPENDIX A - OVERALL MAXIMUMS  

  
County   Persons in Household 

PortlandHMFA   1 2 3 4 5 6 
    $838 $975 $1220 $1638          $1717 $1792 
                

NOTE:  For each additional person add $75 per month. 
  

(The applicable figures from Appendix A, once adopted, should be inserted here.) 
  
  

APPENDIX B - FOOD MAXIMUMS 
  

Number in Household Weekly Maximum Monthly Maximum 
1 45.12 194.00 
2 83.02 357.00 
3 118.84 511.00 
4 150.93 649.00 
5 179.30 771.00 
6 215.12 925.00 
7 237.67                      1022.00 
8 271.86 1169.00 

NOTE:  For each additional person add $146 per month. 
  
  

APPENDIX C - HOUSING MAXIMUMS 
  

  Unheated   Heated 
Number of 
Bedrooms 

  Weekly   Monthly   Weekly   Monthly 

0   157     
674                           

               180   775 

1   182      781   210                   905 
2             229                           983                         264                        1137 
3   315                    1355                        359   1543 
4                 
(The applicable figures from Appendix C, once adopted, should be inserted here.) 

  
APPENDIX D - UTILITIES  

  
ELECTRIC 

  
NOTE:  For an electrically heated dwelling also see “Heating Fuel” maximums below.  But 
remember, an applicant is not automatically entitled to the “maximums” establisheda pplica nts  
must demonstrate need. 
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1)  Electricity Maximums for Households Without Electric Hot Water: The maximum 
amounts allowed for utilities, for lights, cooking and other electric uses excluding electric hot 
water and heat: 

Number in Household Weekly Monthly 
1 $14.00 $60.00 
2 $15.70 $67.50 
3 $17.45 $75.00 
4 $19.70 $86.00 
5 $23.10 $99.00 
6 $25.00 $107.00 

NOTE:  For each additional person add $7.50 per month. 
  
2)  Electricity Maximums for Households With Electrically Heated Hot Water:  The maximum 
amounts allowed for utilities, hot water, for lights, cooking and other electric uses excluding heat: 

Number in Household Weekly Monthly 
1 $20.08 $86.00 
2 $23.75 $102.00 
3 $27.70 $119.00 
4 $32.25 $139.00 
5 $37.30 $160.00 
6 $41.00 $176.00 

NOTE:  For each additional person add $10.00 per month. 
  
NOTE: For electrically heated households, the maximum amount allowed for electrical utilities per 
month shall be the sum of the appropriate maximum amount under this subsection and the 
appropriate maximum for heating fuel as provided below. 
  

APPENDIX E - HEATING FUEL  
  

Month Gallons Month Gallons 
September 50 January 225 
October 100 February 225 
November 200 March 125 
December 200 April 125 

    May 50 
  

NOTE:  When the dwelling unit is heated electrically, the maximum amount allowed for heating 
purposes will be calculated by multiplying the number of gallons of fuel allowed for that month by 
the current price per gallon.  When fuels such as wood, coal and/or natural gas are used for 
heating purposes, they will be budgeted at actual rates, if they are reasonable.  No eligible 
applicant shall be considered to need more than 7 tons of coal per year, 8 cords of wood per 
year, 126,000 cubic feet of natural gas per year, or 1000 gallons of propane. 
  

APPENDIX F - PERSONAL CARE & HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES 
  
  

Number in Household Weekly Amount Monthly Amount 
1-2 $10.50 $45.00 
3-4 $11.60 $50.00 
5-6 $12.80 $55.00 
7-8 $14.00 $60.00 
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NOTE:  For each additional person add $1.25 per week or $5.00 per month. 
  

SUPPLEMENT FOR HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN UNDER 5 
  
When an applicant can verify expenditures for the following items, a special supplement will be 
budgeted as necessary for households with children under 5 years of age for items such as cloth 
or disposable diapers, laundry powder, oil, shampoo, and ointment up to the following amounts: 
  

Number of Children Weekly Amount Monthly Amount 
1 $12.80 $55.00 
2 $17.40 $75.00 
3 $23.30 $100.00 
4 $27.90 $120.00 

  
 
                         
# 6841 Discussion with Action:  Approve the purchase for the Police Department from 

Maine Radio of twenty-two (22) Motorola XPR3500E 128 Channel, 4 Watt, portable 
radios, in the amount of $10,599.68; revised to $11,547.68 to reflect change in 
trade-in value; from Account Number 20131-50501 – Operating Supplies and 
Equipment, with a balance of $12,994.36. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
This purchase was approved in the 2016-2017 fiscal year budget.  Quotes were received 
from: 
 
 Radio Communication Management Inc.  $14,228.94 
     (similar but a different brand of portables). 
 Maine Radio – Motorola Brand $10,599.68 
   Revised to $11,547.68 as a result of change in 
       trade-in on the radios.  
 
The Motorola model was chosen after testing and evaluating several models and brands of 
portables because of its price and overall performance.  Maine Radio is also our current 
provider of radio and communications services and is readily available when service 
issues arise. 
 
MOTION:  Councilor Blow motioned and Vice Chair O’Neill second to Approve the 
purchase for the Police Department from Maine Radio of twenty-two (22) Motorola 
XPR3500E 128 Channel, 4 Watt, portable radios, in the amount of $10,599.68; revised to 
$11,547.68 to reflect change in trade-in value; from Account Number 20131-50501 – 
Operating Supplies and Equipment, with a balance of $12,994.36. 
 
 VOTE:  Unanimous. 
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# 6842  Discussion with Action:  Approve the Special Event Permit application for 

OOB365 to close York Street to the public for a Comedy Show being held on 
private property (The Normandy Inn).  The dates of the closure are July 28th and 
29th, 2017, and August 4th and 5th, 2017.  Alcohol is to be on private property only, 
and not allowed on the streets, sidewalks or beach.  $200 application fee, and 
insurance listing the Town of Old Orchard Beach as additionally insured, to be 
delivered to the Town Clerk’s office at least one month prior to the event. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Sharri MacDonald, head of OOB365 met with the Town Department Heads and went over 
all the items addressing this event.  The Normandy Inn owner will be paying the $200 
application fee prior to the event.  The Administration has asked OOB365 or the owners to 
make sure that the residents who live on York Street are told well in advance of the closing 
of the street for both weekends.   
 
MOTION:   Councilor Blow motioned and Vice Chair O’Neill seconded to approve the 
Special Event Permit as read. 
 
VOTE:  Unanimous.  
 
 
# 6843  Discussion with Action:  Appoint Robert Fox as a Regular Member of the 

Conservation Commission, term to expire 12/31/2019; Appoint Andrew 
Poulopoulos as a Regular Member of the Board of Assessment Review, term to 
expire 12/31/2017; Accept, with regret, the Resignation of Deborah Kulacz, from 
the Ballpark Commission; and Appoint Fire Chief Edward Dube as Emergency 
Management Director, term indefinite.     

 
MOTION:  Councilor Tousignant motioned and Councilor Blow seconded to Accept and 
Approve the appointments and resignations as read. 
 
VOTE:  Unanimous.    
 
GOOD AND WELFARE: 
 
MARK BUSSOLINI:   Representing the Community Food Pantry, he spoke about the 
program that they have for the citizens of Old Orchard Beach. A report prepared by 
volunteer, Mark Bussolini, documented the marvelous work being done at the Pantry 
including addressing not only the food needs of Old Orchard Beach, but also clothing 
requests, and a great emphasis on nutrition and food insecurity and medical issues. 
The program takes great care and attention of its clients, many of them seniors of our 
community, and others with small children and family needs.  The Pantry works with the 
Edith Belle Memorial Library in promoting many of its excellent programs but also has 
received help from the Library by benefiting from their “forgive the late return of books” 
program by donating to the Community Pantry.  There is also the opportunity for clients to 
visit the Pantry and enjoy a time of fellowship with others including a “cup of coffee,” and 
an opportunity to share communications with each other.  The Pantry is need of financial 
donations to purchase food and although they receive donations of food, there is a need 
for more expensive purchases to be made.  Clothing donations are readily accepted and 
during this cold season, coats, mittens, boots, etc., are greatly appreciated.  The Pantry is 
hoping that in the future to raise money to buy a van to help in the pickup of food since at 



Page 16 of 16    Town Council Meeting Minutes of January 17, 2017. 

the present moment they have to depend on volunteers beings able to use their own cars 
to pick up items which often need to be addressed in a timely manner.  The Town Council 
approved a donation last year for the Food Pantry and the Pantry expressed appreciation 
for that consideration.  Donations to the Pantry can be made to: 
 
  Community Food Pantry 
  155 Saco Avenue 
  Old Orchard Beach, Maine 04064 
 
They are open Monday’s from 2:00 to 7:00 p.m.; Tuesday’s and Thursday’s from 9:00 a.m. 
to noon.   The Town appreciates the enormous assistance provided to our residents by the 
Community Pantry. 
 
JEROME BEGERT:  He praised the pantry and ask them to give more information on where 
donations can be made which Mr. Bussolini did. 
 
CHAIR:  The Chair praised the Pantry for its care and attention to the needs of the citizens 
of Old Orchard Beach. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
MOTION:  Councilor Tousignant motioned and Councilor Blow seconded to Adjourn the 
meeting at 6:50 p.m. 
 
VOTE:   Unanimous. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
V. Louise Reid 
Town Council Secretary 
 
I, V. Louise Reid, Secretary to the Town Council of Old Orchard Beach, Maine, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing document consisting of sixteen (16) pages is a copy of the 
original Minutes of the Town Council Meeting of January 17, 2017. 
V. Louise Reid   


